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BEGINNERS
What isaBot?

A bot is a software tool for
digging through data. Y ou give
a bot directions and it bring(s)
back answers. The word is
short for robot of course,
which is derived from the
Czech word robota meaning
work. 1

Bots go by alot of other names
such as agents crawlers spi ders or

utilizing artificial
intelligence) that goes out
on amission usualy to find informe:
tion and report back while other bots
operate in one place. Spiders and
ants perform similar s
tasks in dlightly different /@(&N
manners.

For more in-depth information
on bots, what they are and how they
work you can check out the follow-
ing list of articles and websites.

“Crawlers, Spiders, Robots’ at
<http IIwww.geociti es.com/toe6000/
searchl html> explains
how sites are scanned for
y ‘ links to other sites, then
 the technology moves on to
th&ee ther sites. More the a million
sites a day can be visited with bots,
building databases by indexing the
contents of Web sites.
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What's a Bot?

“Robotson the Internet” at:
<http://www.wsu.edu/~gened300/
internet/robot.htr> offers the fol-
lowing tips on maximizing the effi-
ciency of searching these Robots:

1. Use quotation marks around a
group of words

2. Useaplus (+) signin front of
asearch term (+"juvenile
delinquency"” +"neighborhood
watch") will usualy result in
more accurate results than
("juvenile delinquency" and
"neighborhood watch.")

“BotSpot's Sweet Spot” at: <http://
www.abanet.org/tech/Itrc/site-tation/
october2001.html> is the home of
“... programs that are free, whimsical
and technically primitive to those that
are expensive, serious and technically
sophisticated.” 2 At this site you will
find:

LawCrawler at: <http://
lawcrawler.findlaw.com/> isa
comprehensive SearchBot for legd
information. It searches United States
and individual country domains. It
utilizes Google€' s database.

Law Engine at: <http://mwww.
thelawengine.com/> is an online law
resource available in afast, well
organized, easy-to-use, single page
format. It uses Fast (altheweb) for its
searching.

Continued on page 2
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Stark Law Library
TrademarkBots
<http://www.trademarkbots.com/trademarkbots/home/home.asp>

"Now THIS is a cool site.  If you practice IP law or represent clients 
with trademark interests, you’ll appreciate TrademarkBots’ motto:  “Let 
Our Bots Protect Your Marks.”  The “Bot” you create will regularly 
search the web to make sure your clients’ trademarks are not being 
infringed somewhere.  Your Bot will search domain name databases, 
publications and catalogs, message boards, the visible and invisible 
web, newspapers, Usenet, web feeds, trademark databases and specialty 
databases and report back to you on a regular basis.  You can also 
purchase a one-time trademark search, if you’re not interested in 
regular updates."  

From: INTERNET LEGAL RESEARCH WEEKLY.  Volume 3, Issue 19.	June 30, 2002

Updated 22 July 2002




Thelnternet
has become the
repository for a
vast amount of
information but

it has suffered
from alack of
permanence. The
Wayback
Machinecan
help you find old
information.
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Continued from page 1

LawGuru offers two search
components. Legal Research Page at
<http://www.lawguru.com/search/
lawsearch> from which you can search
more than 535 legal search engines
tools using wwwwais 2.5 and their
Multi Resource Legal Research page at
<http://www.lawguru.com/multisearch/
multimenu.html>.

Law Runner at: <http://www.
lawrunner.com/> DOES use predefined
intelligent agents with AltaVista™ and
select legal databases in its searches.

P.S. They dso list LawTrack that
went out of business early last year!

If bots and search engines sound the

same to you, it is because bots are used
to create the databases from which
search engines get their results. The
difference is mainly one of timing.
Search engines update some of their

INTERMEDIATE

The Internet has become the
repository for avast amount of
information but it has suffered from a
lack of permanence, in part due to the

numerous failures of “dot com”
<http://www.archive.org>.

75
been storing Web pages h
Machine, launched in October of 2001

businesses.

Enter The Wayback Machine at:
Starting in 1996, the
Internet Archive has
that Brewster Kahle's Alexa
Internet has crawled. The Wayback
makes available to the public more
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What'’s a Bot? (Continued)

sources daily, but others are updated
monthly! Whereas you can send a bot
out at any time to gather specific
information of your choosing.

A few examples of other bots that
could be useful are: Webspector at:
<http://www.illumix.com/webspector.
htm> 3 C4U 4 at: <http://www.c4u.
com/>. Both track specific websites
for changes. eWatch at: <http://www.
ewatch.com/> monitors Internet publi-
cations, discussion forums, bulletin
boards and electronic mailing lists for
references to the company or individ-
ua you specify, ° Speechbot at:
< http://speechbot.research.compag.
com/>, sponsored by Hewlett-
Packard, is the first search engine for
audio visual materia. ® TVEyes at:
<http://www.tveyes.com/> specializes
in real-time or near real-time monitor-
ing of people or companies from
broadcast material. *

The Wayback Machine

than 100 terabytes of dataand is
growing at arate of 12 terabytes per
month making it the largest known
database in the world.

The GOOD.
Although basic access to the
archive is by URL, it does have
an advanced search form offering
many limiting features. It is
available at: <http://web.archive.
org/collections/web/advanced.
html>, or by reading the fine print
at the top right side of the search

form.
Continued on page 3
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Alexa collects
personally
identifiable
information
and so does
Amazon.com
(which owns
Alexa)!

INTERMEDIATE

Con

ADVANCED
Do | Redly need TWO extra tool-

tinued from page 2

Although it is not text searchable,
it can be browsed (expect some
dead links).

It is wonderful

a) when you come across the
inevitable “404 not found”
or similar messages,

b) for conducting historical
research, or

¢) tracking down sources lost
due to complex URL shifting

bars on my browser? YES!

you

The Alexa Toolbar will provide
with:

Ste Information for the site you
are visiting including: Contact
Information, Reviews and Site
Stats (if available)

Ranking of the Site (which is
guestionable, read about it at:
<http://pages.alexa.com/
prod_serv/new.html?
p=Det W_t 40 M1> and note
that:

“It doesn't say how frequently the
data on site ranking is updated. It
doesn't make clear if it gives a -
fault ranking to sites not registered.
Some sites appear to have a ranking
of +14,000,000, I'm not sure if this
means they haven't registered, or just
that no-one has visited the site!” 4
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Wayback Machine (Continued)

The BAD.
Anyone can have their site
removed from the Archive by
using a robots.txt file on their
sarver, 12
The Archive will not always be
available. Expect “higher than
expected number of requests’ or
“down for maintenance’ messages.

The UGLY.

- Various Internet filter programs
block access to the archive because
it contains the archives of “sex sites
and other material that would be
blocked by filters.” 13

Alexa Toolbar

Meta Search Engine

Wayback Machine allowing you
easy access without having to use
“Favorites’ and typing along URL!

To download the Alexa Toolbar go
to: <http://download.alexa.com/
alexabb/startpage.html?
p=dest W_t 40 B2> and click on
“Ingtall Alexa Toolbar.” You may also
want to take their tour that is available
at the bottom of the page

Alexa Toolbar users are advised to
READ the “Privacy Policy” located at:
<http://www.a exa.com/help/privacy.
html>. Alexa DOES collect personally
identifiable information and so does
Amazon.com (which owns Alexa)! Get
the full story by going to: <http://
resourceshelf.freepint.com/> and scroll
down to April 30th and “Alexa Mesets
Google.”
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